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total luminosity is estimated to equal 1.7 billion times that
of our Sun.

The Great Andromeda Nebula is one of the nearest
neighbours of our galactic system, and so its tremendous
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FIGURE 57
The Galaxy and its nearest neighbours in space.

distance gives us some inkling of the vastness of the empty
spaces of the universe. Other neighbours include another
spiral, two elliptic, and two irregularly shaped nebulas.
Their respective distances and relative positions are sche-
matically represented in Figure 57.